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Theist Liberals
Theist Conservatives

Atheist Liberals
Atheist Conservatives

Naturally, the Theist Conservatives are plotted at the upper right!

Laying the types out in this way prompted the following analysis of the attitude of each type toward the transcendent reality of moral standards on the one hand, and on the other their apprehensibility/importance. The two boxes along the left side of the chart represent the beliefs that truth is real or is not real; the two boxes on top represent the beliefs that truth is apprehensible or is not apprehensible. The four other boxes represent the four possible combinations of these beliefs. 


We cannot apprehend Truth: Epistemological Skeptics
We can apprehend Truth: 

Epistemological Fideists

Truth is real: 

Platonic Realists
Theist Liberals: the Truth is out there, but no one can know it accurately enough to be legitimately authoritative vis-à-vis his fellows, so we must not discriminate.
Theist Conservatives: the Truth is out there, we can apprehend it (even if only dimly), and some do so better than others, so that legitimate authority is possible, and discrimination is warranted.

Truth is not real: 

Ockhamian Nominalists
Atheist Liberals: there is no Truth, so nothing is really better than anything else, and discrimination of any kind is simply inapposite to reality, and only the foolish or wicked would do it.
Atheist Conservatives: there is no Truth, but given the happenstance of our biological nature we are better off acting as though this were not the case. Discrimination is therefore warranted.
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