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A scholar yisiting James Madison
University warned that Arab vio-
lence in the Palestinian territories is
no aberration, but part and parcel of
the Islamic faith.
~ Andrew Bostom, editor of the
book “The Legacy of Jihad and the
Fate of Non-Muslims," spoke
Wednesday night at JMU. He said
disingennous Islamists and their
Western apnluglﬂts misginterpret the
concept of “jihad.”

Despite recent attempts to re-
brand jihad as internal struggle, it is
in the main an Islamic war of con-
- quest, It started with the military
nrhvmus of Muhammad himself, de-
scribed in the Muslim sacred texts,

: he gaid.

According to Bostom, in Septem-
ber of the year 622, Muhammad and
his followers ﬂed from Mecca to
Medina, a city that had been found-
ed by Jews, These Jews became oa-
sis farmers. and they were eventual-
1y joined by some Arab tribes who co-
existad with them, he said,

When Muhammad came, he won

over these tribes, then attacked the

Jews and eventually drove them
from the town. _

“Bome were banned from the
towns, others were executed,”
Bostom said.
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Bostom went on to say that their

property and wealth was divided
among Muhammad's followers. That
wealth also became a substantial
war chest, which enabled him to ex-
pand his conguest elsewhers. This
wag the first jihad, Bostom =aid.

Muhammad not only attacked
Jews, but also began wars with
Christians, he added.

“The true religion conld only be Is-
lam as he laid it down, and accep-
tance of it meant acceptance of his di-
vinely inspired authority” Bostom
said. *Unless Christians were pre-
pared to accept his dictation ... conflict
was inevitable, and there could have
been no real peace while he lived.”

Christians, Jews Were Enslaved

Once Islam reached Palestine,
Jews and Chrizstians al:ke were sub-
jact to forced conversions, kidnap-
pings, and murder, he said.

There was also the concept of
“dhimmitude” — wvirtual enslave-
ment of non-Muslims.
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Jews and Christians alike
were prohibited from bl.uldmg
new churches or SYnagogues,
or restoring the old ones, said
Bostom. They had to wear dis-
criminatory clothing and faced
heavy taxes, as well, he said.

The word of a "dhimmi”
had no standing in a Muslim

ceourt of law, he added, while if

a single “dhimmi® havried
Muslim, the whole community
faced attack and arbitrary
killing, Bostom said.

Thus, the Cruosades, begun
at the end of the 11th century,
were hardly the unprovoked

‘attack by Christians that
‘many apologists elaim, he.

said. Instead, it was a re-

spamemthﬁvmlenmthat-

Christians faced every day in
the Holy Land under Muslim
rule, Bostom said.

The;ﬂ:mﬂ meanwhile, con- -
tinued for more than Iﬂﬂﬂ'

¥ears;: Endmg only whan the

Muslim armies were stopped
at the gates of Vienna in

1683,

Modern Parallels

Even to this day, the concept
has continued, said Bostom,

“The precepts and regula-
tions elucidated in the seventh
through ninth centuries are
immutable in the Muslim .,
system, and they have r&-
mained Esﬂenﬁaﬂr unchal-
lenged by the mn,]unty of con-
temporary Muslims,” he said.
“The jihad is intrinsic to the
sacred Muslim texts.”

Fast-forwarding to the
present day, Bostom said he
had little hope for the West
_ Bank now that the terrorist
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Andrew Bostom, editor of the book “The Legacy of Jihad and the Fate

of Non-Muslims,"” spoke Wednesday night at James Madison University.

organization Hamas is the
elected power there. He not-

2d that Palestinian leaders
want the law to follow Shar-
i'a, or Islamic law — the
same law that openly sup-

ports jihad.

Meanwhile, Palestinian
Authority religious leaders,
such as Sheik Muhammad
Ibrahim Al-Madhi, have open-
ly called for a return to dhim-
mitude in a Muslim-run Is-
raal, Bostom said.

E{:stum called  these

“anachronistic, dizcriminatory
views,” adding that this was a
very real possibility with 1.3
billion Muslims in the world.

During the guestion-and-

answer period after his lec-
ture, several students vigor-
nusiy ‘disagreed  with
Bostom, Samier Mansur,
president of the Muslim Stu-
dent Association, said there
was no justification in the
Koran for the violence of
Muslim extremists,

Mansur added that many
passages in the Koran legis-
late on the sanctity of human
life, and being compassionate
toward athers, He said that
the fault for the violence in the
Arab world does not lie in Is-
lam itself
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